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Dear Friends,
Well – how do I introduce myself to you, given that I have been in the circuit for six years
already? I am sure there are things you will discover about me that you didn’t know, just as
I have a lot to find out about you, however often we may have chatted in the past.
So I’ve abandoned the idea of an ‘Introducing Me’ article: let’s just get to know each other
better over time.
What I do want to say at the beginning of our time together, however long that proves to be,
is that with your help, I shall need to identify the priorities for my ministry in Weybridge.
Even with the new circuit, we still do not have the level of staffing we had in the recent past.
I remember a friend of mine who trained for the ministry under the late great Donald English. Dr English used to say to his students, “The ministry is about calculated neglect. You
cannot simply identify priorities: you need to choose between priorities, and be prepared to
go to sleep with a guilty conscience.”
If I surveyed all of you, there would be competing accounts of what my priorities should be,
and I will not be able to meet them all. I have heard of churches in other places who have
asked their congregations to write down what they think their ministers should do, and how
much time they should allocate to each task. That exercise always leads to a conclusion
where a minister would truly have to do the impossible, because the sum of the workload
exceeds 168 hours a week!
Let me be frank with you from the outset, then: I will disappoint you! Sometimes, that will be
my fault, and at other times it will be unavoidable. My primary calling is not to please everyone, but to please God. (Which also means I will disappoint him.)
And if we’re honest, doesn’t God disappoint us all at times? We dream big dreams, and
that isn’t a bad thing to do, but they don’t always materialise in the way we envisioned them
– if indeed they come into being at all. Once you get beyond teenage enthusiasm, you soon
learn that disappointment is one of the key characteristics of life and faith. God listens to
us, but he doesn’t take orders from us. We often think we know better than God – but if it
had been left to us, which of us would have devised a route for salvation that went through
the Cross?
Having made you miserable, then – what a great way to start! – let’s calibrate our lives by
the Cross and the Resurrection. I’m always struck by the words of Cleopas and his companion on the Emmaus Road: “We had hoped he would be the one to redeem Israel.” They
thought the Cross had dashed their hopes, not realising it had transformed them, and that
they were talking with their Risen Lord.
Whatever successes and failures we have together, let us measure them by the crucified
and risen Lord, and not by any other standards.
Your friend
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The Wey Valley Circuit
The Wey Valley Circuit came into being on Thursday 1st September 2016. It comprises 13
churches: Addlestone, Byfleet, Cranleigh, Godalming, Guildford (St Mary’s), Knaphill, Merrow,
Sheerwater (St Michaels), Stoughton, Walton, West Horsley, Weybridge and Woking. The
new website can be accessed at www.weyvalleycircuit.org.uk. The first edition of the new circuit magazine, Wey Forward, is now available in the church.
The Inauguration service for the Wey Valley Circuit takes place on September 11th 2016. A
cream tea will be served from 5.00pm and the service will follow at 6.30 pm. Thanks to Carol
and Claire for producing the emblem to represent our church required at this service, also to
Paula and Linda for providing the scones required of each church.
There will be no parking on site at Trinity Methodist church for this service, attendees will need
to park in the Brewery Rd public car park (or indeed any public car park in Woking) . Please
bring your parking ticket with you; the church has a machine on site to validate these tickets to
preclude the need for any payment.
Please include the following in your prayers:
Brenda & Keith
Stan & Mary
Reg
Charlotte, Russell, Tom & Amelie.
Jean Normington and family (Trinity Methodist Church)
Remember that Lili holds a time of prayer before service on a Sunday
morning from 9.30am

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
WEY VALLEY CIRCUIT MISSION TALK AND SUPPER
Saturday 4th February 2017
Trinity Methodist Church, Brewery Road, Woking GU21 4LH
Background to the event
For many years, the Guildford Circuit has enjoyed an annual event called the Mission Supper. An evening supper, with dishes provided by all of the churches, has been followed by a
talk from a guest speaker, one year focusing on Home Mission, and the next on World Mission.
All proceeds from the event have then been given to a charity selected by the speaker.
The first Mission Supper for Wey Valley
The Wey Valley Circuit is delighted that the President and Vice President of the Methodist
Conference will be visiting us in February, and that they will both be speaking at the first
Mission Supper in our new, combined circuit. This is definitely a date for your diary!
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CONCERT
The Wey Voices
With Special Performance by
Susan Robinson School of Ballet
1st October, 7.30 pm

BYFLEET
METHODIST CHURCH
Tickets £6.00
(includes light refreshments)
Available from:
Cynthia Haslam Tel: 01932 406060
Margaret Watts Tel:01932 343489
or at the door.
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The Kitchen
Work commenced on replacing our church kitchen on 15 August. We feel for the contractors
as they worked through all that heat with the sun shinning directly on the kitchen all day. As
with any work, either domestic or commercial, a few snags were encountered however these
have been overcome. As we go to press the work is not yet fully completed but sufficient has
been done for us to see that the end result will be a fantastic new facility.
We will celebrate with a church lunch after the Harvest Festival service on 18 September.
Our thanks to all members and our Letts for their co-operation during this time of disruption

Harvest
We celebrate Harvest on Sunday 18th September. Groceries will be taken to the Foodbank and we hope that fresh produce will go to the Thames Homeless hostel (TBC). Gifts
can be delivered to the church between 10.30— 11.30 on Saturday 17th September.
The service on 18/9 will be followed by lunch. Please let Carol or Linda know if you are attending for catering purposes.
The food bank depot in Hersham is only open on a Wednesday morning between 10—12 .
If you are free and could transport the Harvest goods during this time slot please let Linda
know.

Church Activities
Our monthly cake sale for September has moved to the first Saturday, 3 September.
The Bedding and Clothes bank is on the 17th September and it is our turn to run it this
month
It is our turn to help at the Old Folks Club on 22 September. With the formal announcement of the closure of the Weybridge Hall (date as yet to be confirmed) , prayers are
needed that this group finds a suitable new home as soon as possible.
Church Council meets on 26 September at 8.00pm in the Vestry.
Dates and venues for Barnabas are to be confirmed, please listen to the weekly notices.
We are still looking for a new steward and a communion steward. Please contact Rev
David Faulkner (01483 472524 or david.faulkner@methodist.org.uk) or one of the stewards if you are willing to help.

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to:
Hugh, Angela, Linda & Brett
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Diary Dates
Date

Time

Event
WEYBRIDGE CHURCH SERVICES

Venue

04/09/16

Rev Andrew Smith, Steward Pru. Music i=Pad

11/09/16

Mr Neil Wingrove, Steward Linda, Music Jose

11/09/16
5.00pm
18/09/16

Circuit Service, Trinity Methodist Church, Woking 6.30 pm preceded by tea at

25/09/16

Mr Rabson Ziso, Steward Linda, Music Jose

26/09/16

Church Council meets at 8.00pm in the Vestry

Harvest Festival & Communion led by Rev David Faulkner

September
03/0916

10—12

Coffee Morning in aid of our Kitchen Fund

08/09/16

10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning in aid of Bible Society

Weybridge/
Addlestone
Merrow

10/09/16

10.00 – 16.00 District Synod

Camberley

11/09/16

18.30

Woking

13/09/16
22/09/16

Launch Service for the Wey Valley Circuit
(preceded by tea at 17.00)
19.45
Circuit Meeting
10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning

22/09/16

1.45—16.00

23/09/16

10.30 – 14.00 Coffee Morning & Ploughman’s Lunch

Woking

24/09/16

15.00 – 17.00 Messy Church

Walton

30/09/16

10.00 – 12.00 Macmillan Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy

Walton

01/10/16
01/10/16
02/10/16
08/10/16

11.00 – 15.00 Macmillan Coffee Morning & snack lunch
with activities for children
19.30
Concert – Wey Voices
19.00
Lebanese meal with music and address
Various
Get Out of Church Sunday
10—12
Coffee Morning in aid of our Kitchen Fund

15/10/16
23/10/16
27/10/16

19.30
Concert – Dave Bilbrough
18.30
Café Church
10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning

St Michael’s
Sheerwater
Byfleet
Trinity
Various
Weybridge/
Addlestone
Knaphill
Weybridge
Guildford

27/10/16

10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning

Merrow

29/10/16

10.00 – 12.00 Jumble Sale

Byfleet

Merrow
Guildford

Old Folks Club—our turn to assist

October
01/10/16
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Contacts:
Minister
Rev David Faulkner

Stewards:
Pru Ashplant
Stan Barnes
Jose Iparraguirre
Linda Weedon

Lettings:
Weybridgemethodistoffice@gmail.com

Rectory Lane, Byﬂeet

Saturday, 29th October
10.00 am to 12 noon

If your knees shake,
Kneel on them
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Inauguration of
The Wey Valley Methodist Circuit
& Welcome of Rev Paul Chesworth

Cream Tea at 5.00pm
followed by

Service of Celebration at 6.30pm
Preachers: Rev John Hellyer & Rev Conrad Hicks

SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2016
Trinity Methodist Church
Brewery Road, Woking GU21 4LH
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