
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Methodist Church in Weybridge  
 

Newsletter—October 2016 

 

 

www.weyvalleycircuit.org.uk 



 

2 

Dear Friends,  

I saw a t-shirt slogan the other day: ‘Be unpredictable – just like summer’. It tells you 
all you need to know about the British weather, doesn’t it? I once had a Chinese 
friend who didn’t believe me at first when I told him you could experience four differ-
ent kinds of weather in the same day in the UK. He soon learned.  

But the summer is going, going, gone, and autumn is coming. It’s now dark when we 
go out to evening church meetings, and at the end of October the clocks will go 
back. Before too long we’ll be drawing the curtains in late afternoon.  

I don’t know about you, but I don’t like it. I don’t suffer from ‘Seasonal Affective Disor-
der’, but closing the curtains and putting on the lights early gives me a claustropho-
bic feeling. We’re shutting out the world, and retreating to every Englishman’s castle, 
his house.  

The danger I want to highlight is that we all too easily do the spiritual equivalent with 
our faith. It’s dark outside in a world that has little use for God, and decreasing belief 
in him. What can true believers do, but huddle together behind closed doors where 
we can find some of God’s warmth together? How sad is that? I’ve found Christians 
who won’t even say, ‘Hello, how are you’ to people outside the church. ‘I just want to 
stay talking with my friends,’ they say.  

Friends, we cannot let the darkness cause us to rush back over the drawbridge and 
pull it up behind us.  

As a family, we have in recent months been watching together the Hobbit and Lord 
of the Rings films. One of the impressive elements in Tolkien’s stories for me is the 
way that a small band of pilgrims takes the fight to the evil forces of Sauron and Sar-
uman, even when the odds were stacked against them. Tolkien, writing as a devout 
Catholic at a time when the evil of Nazism was shrouding the world, was telling us 
something important about the Christian faith.  

Come December, we shall be reading John chapter 1, with its great description of 
Jesus: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never come to terms 
with it.’ Just as Jesus was supremely the Light of the World, so he also tells us that 
we are the light of the world.  

Where are we determined to shine the light of Christ in the darkness today? 

Your friend and minister,  

 

Your friend 
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The Wey Valley Circuit 

A service to mark the inauguration of the Wey Valley Circuit was held at Trinity Methodist 
Church on Sunday 11 September. We were blessed with lovely weather for the day which al-
ways makes everything better. There was a splendid turn out from all 13 churches and every-
one enjoyed a sumptuous cream tea at 5.00pm. The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress of Woking, 
Councillor and Mrs Graham Cundy were in attendance as was the Chairman of the District, 
Rev John Hellyer. Due to an unfortunate traffic accident on the M4, the Vice Chair, Rev Con-
rad Hicks, only just made it in time for his part of the service which was the important task of 
dedicating the services of the lay officers. 

During the service, the presbyters and all the circuit lay officers dedicated themselves to ser-
vice in the circuit. Also during the service, all 13 churches presented a gift which represents 
their church (see the Weybridge offering below)  These were exchanged with other churches. 
We received the gift from Stoughton Methodist Church; this is on display on the Pulpit in our 
church. All churches were also presented with a candle bearing the logo of the Wey Valley 
Circuit. Ours can be found on the Communion table.  

At this service we also welcomed Rev Paul Chesworth to the Sheerwater and Woking appoint-
ment. 

Our thanks go to Carol and Claire for organising and making the splendid gift and to Paula 
and Linda for supplying the Weybridge quota of Scones. 

Please do speak to anyone who attended for more information about the service and do ask if 
you would like to see the Order of Service from this wonderful event. 

 



 

4 

 

CONCERT 

The Wey Voices 

With Special Performance by 

Susan Robinson School of Ballet 

1
st

 October, 7.30 pm 

BYFLEET  

METHODIST CHURCH 

Tickets £6.00  

(includes light refreshments) 

Available from: 

Cynthia Haslam Tel: 01932 406060 

Margaret Wa9s Tel:01932 343489 

      

 Please include the following in your prayers: 

Charlotte, Russell, Tom & Amelie. 

    Daphne Platt (Addlestone) 

    Brenda & Keith 

    Stan & Mary 

    Reg 

 

 Remember that Lili holds a time of prayer before service on a Sun 

 day  morning from 9.30am—all are welcome 

 

Rectory Lane, Byfleet 

 

Saturday, 29
th

 October 

10.00 am to 12 noon 

If you have any jumble you wish to 
donate, contact Margaret Watts on  

01932 343489 
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The Kitchen 

 

Harvest 

We celebrated our Harvest Festival on Sunday 18th September. Thanks to all who contrib-
uted towards the display and  to Paula & Robert who delivered the groceries to the Food-
bank and to Carol who took the fresh produce to the Day Centre.  

The display of our donations can be found on the front cover of this publication. 

Further gifts for the foodbank will be received on Sunday 16 October at our service of Com-
munion service 

Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to: 

Ethan and Caitlin 

Opportunities to support the Cancer fund raisers   

On 30th September between 10—12, Walton Methodist church are 
holding a Coffee morning and bring and buy sale for the Macmillan 
great British coffee morning. We cannot host one ourselves as our 
premises are in use so this is an opportunity to support without having 

to do any work!  

If you cannot make Friday, then St Michaels Sheerwater are hosting a family event be-
tween 11—3 with activities for children, again for the Macmillan event. Cakes and hot 
dogs will be available. 

On 19 November, Walton are holding a Ploughman's lunch to raise funds for the Sam 
Beare hospice. You do need to book a place for this, contact Marion Wadley on 01932 
844742 
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WEYBRIDGE CHURCH  SERVICES 

02/10/16    Mr Mark Lawson, Steward Pru. Music Jose 

09/10/16    Mr Philip Beastall, Steward Stan, Music Jose 

16/10/16    Church Anniversary and Communion,  
Rev David Faulkner, Steward Jose, music Adrian 

 

23/10/16    Mrs Thelma Roberts, Steward Jose, music Adrian 

23/10/16    CAFÉ CHURCH 

Rev Dr Claire Potter—Visualising Art 
 

30/10/16    Local Arrangement, steward Linda, Music Jose 

October 

Date Time Event Venue 

30/09/16 10.00 – 12.00 Macmillan Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy Walton 

01/10/16 11.00 – 15.00 Macmillan Coffee Morning & snack lunch 

with activities for children 

St Michael’s 
Sheerwater 

01/10/16 19.30 Concert – Wey Voices Byfleet 

06/10/16 7.30 pm Barnabas Group Brett & Ange-
la’s 

08/10/16 10.00 – 12.00 Fund Raising Coffee Morning  
Linda is away so we need someone to guaran-
tee assistance with Paula please 

Addlestone/ 
Weybridge 

15/10/16 11.30—1.30  Bedding and Clothes Bank  

15/10/16 19.30 Concert – Dave Bilbrough Knaphill 

20/10/16 1.45—4.00 
pm 

Old Folks Club. This is our last duty for 2016 Weybridge 
Hall 

20/10/16 7.30 pm Barnabas Group TBA 

29/10/16 10.00 – 12.00 Jumble Sale Byfleet 

November    

03/11/16 7.30pm Barnabas Group Brett & Ange-
la’s 

12/11/16 10—12 Fund Raising Coffee Morning  Addlestone/ 
Weybridge 

13/11/16 6 for 6.30 
pm 

Pudding and Praise Walton 
Methodist 
Church  

19/11/16 12—2 Ploughman's Lunch in aid of Sam Beare Hos-
pice 

Walton 
Methodist 
Church  

26/11/16 10—2 Christmas Fayre Addlestone 

26 & 27 No-
vember 

All day Advent weekend—Display of Nativity Sets, 
refreshments & Concert—see The Wey For-
ward for more details 

Byfleet 

Diary Dates 
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  Jesus is the reason for the Season 

Contacts: 

 

Minister 

Rev David Faulkner 

 

Stewards: 

Pru Ashplant 

Stan Barnes 

Jose Iparraguirre 

Linda Weedon 

 

 

Lettings: 

Weybridgemethodistof-

fice@gmail.com 

Extension of Rev Asif Das and Rev Claire Hargreaves 

Following the successful consultations through the summer, the Circuit Stewards can confirm 
that Rev Asif Das’ appointment to the Wey Valley Circuit has been extended to August 2021; 
and Rev Claire Hargreaves’ appointment to the Wey Valley Circuit has been extended to Au-
gust 2018. 

Rev Asif Das will continue to have pastoral charge for Addlestone, Merrow and Stoughton 
Methodist Churches, and Rev Claire Hargreaves for Walton-on-Thames and West Horsley 
Methodist Churches, with recognition of her role as Local Representative for work with refu-
gees. The Circuit is grateful to both Asif and Claire for offering this additional time to the work 
of the Circuit. 

 

These extensions mean that the Circuit has no vacancies for the connexional year September 
2017 to August 2018, and we therefore confirm that we will not be entering the current Sta-
tioning Process  - that is, we will not be applying for any new staff to start in the Circuit in Sep-
tember 2017. 
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