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A Message from our Minister 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I have been asked to explain more to you about my sabbatical, and why the Methodist 

Church grants sabbaticals to its presbyters and deacons. It seemed to me that the easiest 

way to start out was to give you the official explanation, so what follows in italics is the 

‘party line’:  

A sabbatical is a gift from the Church to all presbyters and deacons and it is intended that 

during a sabbatical they will do something different which will inform and perhaps re-

enthuse them in their ministry. 

Sabbaticals are being introduced by many different types of organisations because they 

are recognised as a way to re-energise people by allowing them to explore a different as-

pect of their work or undertake some form of study; few organisations however can afford 

to make them compulsory as the Church has done for ordained ministers. 

For Methodist presbyters and deacons, a sabbatical is a time of grace allowing them to 

spend time with God doing something different. 

Being faced with taking a sabbatical for the first time may feel like taking a trip into the un-

known. It is usually a place of growth and development but it may feel threatening to be 

faced with no work for three months. Nearly all ministers who have taken that step into the  

unknown have found it more fulfilling and re-invigorating than they expected. Sabbaticals 

were introduced to be part of the armoury to prevent burn out and reduce stress amongst 

presbyters and deacons. They are part of all ministers' continuing development; a time for 

refreshment and renewal, a time to be able to hear the still small voice of God. 

The concept of sabbatical has biblical roots. In the Old Testament, crop land had to lie fal-

low once every seven years to rest and be more fruitful, rather than continually being sown 

and ploughed into an ultimately ragged state. I am sure you can see the parallels. Too of-

ten, ministers have become burned out: we need some ‘crop rotation’ to continue and 

thrive in our ministries. In that sense, my sabbatical will hopefully benefit you, too. I can as-

sure you that after the last couple of years of circuit life I have become rather frazzled: I 

need some fallow time to be refreshed and effective.  

The sabbatical idea for ministers is also tied to the idea that we are ‘stipendiary’ and not 
‘salaried’. I am not an employee of the church, who is paid the going rate. I am instead giv-
en a stipend, which is a living allowance, so that I may have the time to pray and discern 
the ways in which God wants me to exercise my ministry. The sabbatical extends that 
space to wait on God for direction.  

This will not be my first sabbatical, but my third. During my previous two, I did a mixture of 
activities, some theological, some creative.  
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I took a creative writing course, went on a study week with the Bible Society, and learned 

how to write computer code for websites during my first sabbatical. Oh – and Rebekah was 

born in the middle of that one!  

In my second sabbatical, I studied the relationship between ordained ministry and different 

psychological personality types. To this end, not only did I undertake some reading, I con-

ducted a survey of ministers and church members about it, and attended a residential 

course. In addition to this, I took a week away on a creative photography course.  

This time, I shall not go away much, because Debbie cannot take the time off work to be 
with the children. (In my previous sabbaticals, she was not in paid work.) So I shall be doing 
some theological study during the weekdays, particularly concentrating on some learned 
books by Professor NT Wright, which I have not had time to read properly before. However, 
on some weekends I shall be taking some tuition from a professional photographer. I not on-
ly find photography a fulfilling hobby, I enjoy the opportunity to communicate a message 
through it from time to time.  

For the duration (from the beginning of December until the second weekend of March) Deb-

bie, Rebekah, Mark, and I will, as a family, step outside the life of the circuit. We shall wor-

ship at the Anglican church in Knaphill, where we have several friends already. Debbie’s 

rôle as Junior Church Co-Ordinator at Knaphill will be covered by someone else.  

But what about my work? You will be able to contact a supernumerary minister during my 

absence if there is a pastoral crisis.   Rev Barrie Tabraham will look after you at Weybridge. 

All the communion services will be covered by other circuit ministers, as will the Church 

Council. My official email address will generate an automatic reply, telling people who to 

contact instead, and the answering machine on the manse phone will also have brief infor-

mation to that effect.  

Well, there you have it: a rather long and involved explanation which attempts to answer as 

many of your questions as I could anticipate.  

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed Christmas and  give you my prayers for 

a propitious New Year.  

Your friend and minister,  

 

 

_____________________________________ 

A reminder that Lili holds a time of prayer every Sunday from 9.30 am before morning wor-

ship. All are welcome to join her in this time of communion with God. 

Prayers are requested for Charlotte, Thomas, Amelie and the extended family following  

the death of Russell on 13 November. A private service of farewell has taken place. Char-

lotte wishes to thank you all for your cards and prayers at this sad time. 

Please also include Brenda & Keith, Stan & Mary, David, Debbie, Rebekah & Mark Faulk-

ner in your prayers. 
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Church News 

 

The church has received a donation of £100 towards a roller blind for the kitchen. Quotes 
have been obtained and one accepted. We expect the new blind to be in place by mid De-
cember. This will provide a finishing touch to the year’s project. 

_______________________ 

 

As the weather has turned seasonal, and we all wish the temperature in the church to be 
pleasant on a Sunday Morning, we have now ceased to open the main doors which face 
the road. The front gate will be opened as usual and a notice is displayed asking attendees 
to use the side door entrance. All hymn books can be found on the table immediately inside 
the church doors by the organ. 

_________________________ 

 

Saturday 10th December is our Coffee morning at Addlestone Methodist Church. This 
month Addlestone are holding a ‘Carols for All’ event at the same time which we hope will 
attract more people. This will ultimately benefit us. Please put this date in your diary and 
come for cake, mince pies , tea or coffee and the opportunity to sing your favourite Carols 
(see below) 

CCCC    
arols for All (for all ages — 0 to 100) 
at the Methodist Church, Station Road, Addlestone 

Saturday 10th December 2016 10.30 to 11.30am 
 Music provided by a wind trio  

 Singing aided by members of the Addlestone Singers 

 

Come and join in and sing some of your favourite Carols 
and hear the story of the Birth of Jesus  

 
Retiring Collection in aid of Action for Children, the Methodist-founded chil-

dren’s charity 

 

Coffee, Cake & mince pies and Christmas music 
from 10am 
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Christmas is coming………... 

And we prepare for  the celebration of the birth of Christ. 

• 26/27 November—display of Nativity sets at Byfleet. Also a concert at 2.30 pm Sat-

urday 26th featuring Ann & Stephen Waters, followed by tea; details on the notice-

board. 

• 27th November is the first Sunday in advent and Mrs Vivien Gerhold will lead our 

worship. Steward: Jose, Music i-pad 

• 1st December—Barnabas Group meets at the home of Stan & Mary 

• 4th December, second Sunday in Advent, worship is led by Mrs Janet Gardham. 

The post bag will be out to receive your cards for member of the church family. Stew-

ard Pru, Music i-pad 

• 11th December, third Sunday in Advent, worship will be led by Mr Patrick Coad.  We 

will receive your Christmas gifts for the foodbank and monetary gifts to hang on the 

Christmas tree for a local charity. The post bag will be out again for your cards. At 

4.30 pm Byfleet Methodist church has a service of Carols by Candlelight to which all 

are welcome. Steward Jose, music Adrian 

• 15th December—Barnabas Group meets at the home of Brett & Angela 

• 18th December, fourth Sunday in Advent our service at 10.30 am is led by Rev Allan 

Taylor and is our Carol Service and Christmas Communion.  Steward Linda, music Adri-

an. It will be followed by coffee at which time the Christmas Cards will be distributed. 

At 12.30 we hold a Christmas lunch to which all are welcome. Please confirm at-

tendance with Carol or Linda. 

• 18th December. 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight at Walton Methodist Church 

• 24th December, late night worship takes place at Weybridge United Reformed 

Church commencing at 11.15 pm. 

• 25th December. Our worship for Christmas Day is led by Mrs Lyn Mackay. Steward 

Linda, music Jose 

  

Love came down at Christmas 

Love all  lovely, love divine 

Love was born at Christmas 

Star and Angels gave the sign. 
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Byfleet  

Methodist Church  

Rectory Lane 

 

CAROLS 

BY 

CANDLELIGHT 

Sunday 

11
th

 December 

at 

4.30 pm 

 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will 
one day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will 
save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come 
to make you new? 

This child that you’ve delivered, will soon 
deliver you. 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy is 
Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will 
one day rule the Nations? 

Did you know that your baby boy is 
heaven’s perfect lamb? 

This sleeping child you’re holding is the 
great I am! 
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Events around the Circuit 

More details in Wey Forward 

Date Time Event Venue 

December 2016 

Thu 1 12.15 Advent Reflection (with bread & soup lunch) Guildford 

Sun 3 19.00 Carol Praise West Horsley 

Tue 6 19.00 Carols by Candlelight for Christian Aid Guildford 

Thu 8 12.15 Advent Reflection (with bread & soup lunch) Guildford 

Sat 10 10.00 – 12.00 Carols of all (with coffee & mince pies) Addlestone 

Sat 10 14.45 – 16.45 Christmas Tea & Concert Cranleigh 

Sun 11 16.30 Carols by Candlelight Byfleet 

Thu 15 10.30 – 12.30 Coffee morning in aid of Action for Children Merrow 

Thu 15 12.30 Carols for the High Street Guildford 

Sat 17 19.00 Band Concert Godalming 

Thu 22 10.30 – 12.00 Coffee & Cake Guildford 

Sat 24 15.00 – 17.00 Messy Church Walton 

January 2017 

Thu 12 10.30 – 12.30 
Coffee morning in aid of 
Motor Neurone Disease Association 

Merrow 

Sat 21 18.00 Quiz with hot supper Byfleet 

Sat 28 15.00 – 17.00 Messy Church Walton 

Sun 29 18.00 Café Church Weybridge 

February 2017 

Sat 4 & 

Sun 5 
matinée & evening Pantomime: Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves Godalming 

Sat 4 18.00 Circuit Mission Supper Woking 

Fri 17 14/00 Film Show (My Fair Lady) with afternoon tea Byfleet 

Sat 25 15.00 – 17.00 Messy Church Walton 

Sun 26 18.00 for 18.30 Pudding & Praise Walton 

March 2017 

Thu 9 - 
Sat 11 

19.45 ‘A Night of Eastern Promise’ (19.15 on Sat) Walton 
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Circuit Mission Supper & Talk 
 

Holiness & Justice: Responding to Refugees 

Saturday 4th February 2017 

Trinity Methodist Church, Woking, 6.00pm for 6.30pm 

Tickets £7 available from your local church representative 

All proceeds will go towards All We Can 

 

Speakers: 

Rev Dr Roger Walton, President of the Methodist Conference 

Ms Rachel Lampard, Vice President of the Methodist Conference 

We are delighted to have such eminent speakers at our first Wey Valley Circuit 
Mission Supper and do hope you will be able to join us for the evening. 

For ten years, Roger was the Director of the Open Learning Centre  
and for eleven years the Director of the Wesley Study Centre in Durham.  

More recently, he has been Chair of the West Yorkshire Methodist District and 

the Methodist representative to the General Synod of the Church of England.  
Rachel is the leader of the Joint Public Issues Team  

which campaigns about UK poverty, nuclear weapons and climate change. 
She has been a commissioner with the Gambling Commission since 2006. 

______________________ 

 

 


