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Irene Hensby 

1 June 1923 – 16 January 2017 

On Monday 16 January 2017 we said a sad farewell to Irene Hensby. Irene 
was a faithful member of our congregation for many, many years. Her three 
children attended our church and Sunday school. Julia was in the choir and 
later became a Sunday school teacher, serving for many years. 

Irene’s funeral will take place on Wednesday 15th February 2017 at 12.00 
noon following a private family committal. The family invites all those 
attending to join them in the church hall after the service for refreshments 

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here 
Come bow before Him now With reverence and fear 
In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground, 
Be still for the presence of the Lord The Holy One is here 
 
Be still for the glory of the Lord Is shining all around 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of Light, 
Be still for the glory of the Lord Is shining all around 
 
Be still for the power of the Lord Is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal To minister His grace 
No work too hard for Him In faith receive from Him 
Be still for the power of the Lord  Is moving in this place 

David J Evans 

 
We give thanks for Irene’s cheerful commitment and we are thankful that 
Irene is now at peace (and pain free) in the presence of the Lord. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We also remember Jim Grave, a member at Walton who worshiped with us 
regularly in his later years. Jim passed away on 14 January 2017. The 
service to celebrate his life will be held at Walton Methodist Church on 
Wednesday 1 February at 11.30 am 
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Thank you 

• To the Smith family for removing and disposing of the Christmas tree. 

• To all those who help out at services by providing music, undertaking 
readings and providing refreshments. Your continued and regular 
help will be much appreciated. 

• To those who help at the Old Folks club 

• To those who help at the monthly coffee mornings 

• To those who help at the Bedding & Clothes bank 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Prayers: 

Please pray for 

• The family and friends of Irene Hensby 

• The family and friends of Jim Grave 

• Reg, who has now moved to a nursing home 

and is settling in. 

• Fiona, who is still experiencing pain with the leg. 

• Brenda 

• Mary & Stan 

• Rev David Faulkner as he continues his sabbatical whilst having to 
make decisions as to the best care for his elderly father  

• Rev Asif Das as he commences a staged return to work. 

• The success of the Circuit Mission Weekend 

Remember that Lili holds a time of prayer every Sunday before the morning 

service in the small hall from 9.30am. 

Happy Birthday 

This month we send Birthday wishes to Reg, Brenda, Nancy and Lili. 

We also remember the Richardson twins in sunny Melbourne; they turn 6 

this year. They may be far away but we remember them with love. 
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Weybridge Thursday (old Folks) Club 

The Thursday Club has been running weekly, for two hours on a Thursday, 

in Weybridge for 71 years. It aims to bring senior citizens together for a 

time of fun and give them an opportunity for a good old chat over tea. With 

a recent change of administrator, the club is looking at new events to 

enliven the regular program whilst retaining old favourites. Some of the 

churches in Weybridge, including ours, are on the rota to cover the, not 

very onerous, kitchen duties (we can always use more help with the 

washing up!)  New members are always welcome membership costs are 

very reasonable at £5 per year plus £1 per week for tea. There is a fund 

raising raffle every week. If you would like to come along for a ‘free taster 

session’ either call May Cotter on 01932 820750  or email 

weyofc@hotmail.com  
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Dates for the diary 

Thur 2 Feb 2017 7.30 Barnabas Group Stan & Marys house 
Sat 4 Feb 2017 6.00pm Mission 

Supper 
Trinity Methodist 
Church, Woking 

Sun 5 Feb 2017 10.30 am Morning 
worship 

Mr Mark Lawson 
Steward – Linda 
Music – Jose 
Kitchen – Volunteer 

needed 
Thur 09 Feb 2017 1.45 pm Old Folks 

club 
Weybridge Hall 

Sat 11 Feb 2017 10.00 am Coffee 
Morning 

Run by us at 
Addlestone  

Sun12 Feb 2017 10.30 Morning 
Worship & 
Communion 
Gifts for the Foodbank 

Rev Peter Hills 
Steward- Jose 
Music – Adrian 
Kitchen - Lili 

Fri 17 Feb 2017 Film ‘My Fair Lady’ 
and afternoon tea 
No charge but donations 
to building fund 

Byfleet 
14.00 

Sat 18 Feb 2017 Bedding & Clothes 
Bank 

 

Sun 19 Feb 2017 10.30 am Morning 
worship 

Mrs Thelma Roberts 
Steward – Pru 
Music – i-pad 
Kitchen - Fiona 

Sun 26 Feb 2017 10.30 am Morning 
worship 

Rev Paul Hulme 
Steward – Jose 
Music – Adrian 
Kitchen - Linda 

Sun 26 Feb 2017 Pudding & Praise 
6 for 6.30pm 

Walton Methodist 
Church 

Advance Dates 

Thu/Fri/Sat 
9/10/11 March 

A night of Eastern 
Promise 
See Carol, Claire or Linda 
for tickets, cost £12 to 
include a High Tea 

Walton Methodist 
Church 
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THE MUSEUM OF METHODISM – AN INVITATION! 

About 18 months ago I became a ‘heritage steward’ at John Wesley’s Chapel 
and the Museum of Methodism in City Road – roughly halfway between Old 
Street and Moorfields on the Northern Line. It’s a wonderful place to visit, 
and if you haven’t been already, I’d be delighted to show you around. 
 
The Museum has three basic components. 
First, there’s Wesley’s Chapel – which functions as a ‘working’ Methodist 
Church. Thirty-odd years ago the membership had declined and the whole 
place seemed ready for closure, but happily, the picture has changed 
dramatically. If you turn up at 11.00 am for the Sunday morning service you’ll 
find the church almost full, with a wonderfully welcoming, diverse 
congregation. As it happens, I’ve known the present minister, Rev. Lord 
Leslie Griffiths, for nearly fifty years and, since I generally steward on a 
Thursday, have the opportunity of hearing him preach at the lunchtime 
service (open to anyone to attend), which is held every week at 12.45 pm 
followed by tea and sandwiches. 
Wesley’s Chapel itself dates from the 1770s, when the Methodist movement 
was well established and showing signs that it might not always be a ‘ginger 
group’ within the Church of England. Inevitably there have been many 
changes – plaques added, the gallery given a rake, pews installed, and the 
original three-decker pulpit lowered! 
Of course, there are stories about all these things and as stewards we try to 
tailor our commentary to the people who are in front of us.  Some are as 
Methodist as John Wesley and know a great deal about our history and 
traditions; others may have simply come in off the street because it’s cold 
outside! Since we try, like our founder, to be ‘friends to all and enemies of 
none’, we make everyone welcome – and some, indeed, have come a very 
long way. The other week I chatted with a couple from the Carolinas (U.S.A.), 
two ladies from Bulgaria, a young Brazilian, a group from Korea and a family 
from Ghana. This doesn’t surprise me as we have over 15,000 visitors each 
year from all over the world. 
 
Beneath the church is the Museum of Methodism itself, which has recently 
been completely refurbished and modernised and is, I have to say, quite 
impressive.  You can begin by taking the weight off your feet and watching a 
short video which introduces visitors to the museum and to Methodism itself. 
Apart from the exhibits, we have a shop which sells everything from books 
and mementos to replica teapots! 
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Probably my favourite part of the Museum of Methodism is John Wesley’s 
House, which never fails to fascinate visitors of every age. Incidentally, we 
have material for school parties, and illustrated guides in a range of foreign 
languages. Some of the furniture and fittings (e.g. the beds and some of the 
chairs) in the house are ‘contemporary but not original’ and have been 
donated by kind benefactors over the years. Others – such as John and 
Charles’ writing desks and cabinets, John’s kneeler, the books, clothes, and 
the famous ‘electrical machine’, are all original items. Perhaps the most 
moving place to visit is the little prayer room where Wesley used to begin 
and end each day in prayer and Bible reading. 
 
We can only take a maximum of twelve visitors around the house at any one 
time (some of the floorboards are original, and the rooms are rather small) 
but there is always something which catches an individual’s attention or 
interest, and it’s very moving to be able to bring out the personal side of our 
Methodist story. And I haven’t mentioned John Wesley’s tomb outside, or the 
Foundery Chapel (which contains the original pews, Charles Wesley’s organ 
and is still used for Holy Communion each Wednesday) or the toilets 
downstairs, which are among the oldest ‘gents’ in London and still in full 
working order – and use! 
Incidentally, we are all volunteers and receive only a modest contribution 
towards travelling expenses, but have a small discount in the shop and as 
much tea or coffee as we can consume!  About three times a year the 
stewards meet together with our curator (Christian Dettlaff, a kind and very 
able administrator who worked previously at the V&A Museum in 
Kensington) and discuss how to improve our service to the public. 
 
Do come and visit us. You’ll probably need about an hour and a half to cover 
all three main areas of museum, chapel and house, but you can equally well 
pop in for twenty minutes to look at one aspect. Admission is free, by the 
way! And – if you have the time and inclination – you might even consider 
becoming a heritage steward yourself. Have a chat with me if you’re 
interested. You can visit the web site at:  
 
 www.wesleyschapel.org.uk 
 
Barrie Tabraham 
 


