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Getting back 
to basics! by Gill Newton. 

“I willingly offer all I have and am to serve you, as 
and where you choose.”   
Covenant Prayer, Methodist Worship Book 
Although some Methodist congregations celebrate 

their Covenant service at the beginning of the Connexional year in 
September, for many, this month of January, provides the opportunity for 
a renewal of our commitment.  Having served in churches where both 
options have been explored, it has always struck me that, whilst any 
opportunity to renew our commitment is wonderful, there is something 
timely about holding this service at the beginning of the calendar year. 
The commercial Christmas season with all its glitzy advertisements and 
tempting offers encourages us to focus on what we want and to spend 
more than we have in order to obtain it.  So, it’s perhaps no bad thing, 
early in the New Year to have this opportunity to place things back in 
perspective and for us to be reminded of the sacrificial nature of our 
commitment as followers of Jesus.  After all, it is the time of resolutions, 
so here’s the chance to include some spiritual resolution at the 
beginning of the New Year. 
This Covenant Service is treasured and valued by many Methodists, 
coveted by many of our ecumenical colleagues.  However, like me, you 
may have observed that many seem to consciously avoid this annual 
opportunity to renew commitment.  Why?  And what does this say to us 
about the nature, language, context and value of this service each year? 
It was back in 1755 that John Wesley originally created a service which 
has evolved into the Covenant Service as we know it today.  He based 
the words of the Covenant prayer, which is at the heart of the service, on 
words from the Puritan tradition which had been so important in the lives 
of his parents Samuel and Susanna.  He included in his original 
covenant prayer phrases that we would recognise from our marriage 
service, “for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, for all times and 
conditions ….” suggesting that Wesley saw this covenant relationship 
between God and his people as being like a marriage, an image 
reflected in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. (1) 
Wesley seems to be suggesting that through this covenant relationship, 
we are, both individually and corporately, partners together with God in 
his mission in the world.  The words of this prayer, in both its traditional 
and modern forms, offer us a clear description of what it might really 
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mean for us to be disciples of Jesus.  We could suggest that it offers a 
practical description of what Jesus was suggesting when he said, 
““Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me.” (2)  So, sharing in this prayer helps us 
to remember what living as Jesus calls us to live really looks like! 
There is no doubt that this is demanding stuff, so perhaps people avoid 
the Covenant service for fear of failure?  However, as I reflect upon the 
words of the covenant prayer in preparation for a Covenant service that I 
will lead this week I am reminded of the context in which Wesley 
developed this service.  When he and the other early Methodists prayed 
this prayer, there would have been an expectation that they were all part 
of a class meeting or band.  In that way they were supporting one 
another and holding one another to account for this challenging way of 
living and loving – a way of life that is surely only possible in a 
community where you know you are loved, supported and being upheld 
in prayer. 
Research also suggests that the Covenant service was not some stand-
alone event that came around once a year.  A whole series of gatherings 
were held in the run up to the Covenant service so that through study, 
prayer and sermons, everyone could understand more fully what the 
Covenant was all about.  Then after a day of prayer and fasting, those 
who chose to, would participate in the Covenant Service, but that 
certainly wasn’t the end of the matter for another year!  From then on, 
everyone was encouraged to think about what the implications of having 
prayed that prayer might be in their own situation, and through their 
class meetings were given all the help and encouragement that they 
needed to sustain this way of life. 
How much of that kind of nurture and support is really being offered in 
our churches today I wonder?  Is the lack of gathering together regularly 
for support and accountability one of the reasons why so many people 
find this prayer so difficult to say?  What difference might it make to our 
individual and corporate sense of identity and vocation if we really 
helped each other to live out this prayer? 
The Covenant prayer is an extremely important part of our Methodist 
tradition.  It helps us to know who we are and to whom we belong.  It 
reminds us that being a Christian is a way of life which demands much 
of us, but only in response to the self-giving love of God in Christ.  As we 
share in this prayer again this year, perhaps we could reflect not only on 
what living out the prayer might demand of us individually, but what it 
might demand of us as a church, if we are to really help one another to 
truly share in this covenant. 
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Circuit Mission Supper, Trinity Methodist Church, 
Woking 

February 24th 2018 

Dr Olubunmi (Bunmi) Olayisade will be 

speaking at the Circuit Mission Supper on 

Saturday 24th February 2018 about her work 

for the Methodist Church in Africa. 

This event will take place at Trinity Methodist 

Church at 6 for 6.30pm.There is a small group 

arranging the supper on behalf of the Circuit 

and we will need assistance from each circuit 

church. 

 This is what we would like your help with: 

     Please put your date in your diary. 

To help gauge numbers for supper, we are selling tickets as in previous 

Mission events.  The cost will be £7 each which will cover the costs of 

the evening and should enable us to make a worthwhile donation to the 

work of Methodist Church in Africa.   Tickets are now available from the 

Stewards. 

Our Church has been asked to provide the following: 

I sliced cucumber 

3 cartons of cherry tomatoes 

Bag of prepared lettuce 

Bean salad 

15 jacket potatoes 

2 quiche (each to feed 8 people) 

2 deserts (each to feed 8 people) 

Please see one of the stewards of you can help with anything 
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Thank you 

• To David Smith for completing another batch of small repair jobs. 

• To those who help at the monthly Coffee morning 

• To those who help at the Bedding & Clothes bank 

• To those who help at the Old Folks club. 
 
 
 

 
Good news for 2018. 

 
On Saturday 20th January, Sydney Samuel Lake, his wife, Hawa, and 
children Sydney & Grace visited Addlestone, Walton and Weybridge to 
see where they will live and work from September 2018. 
  
Many of our congregation were privileged to meet the family and we had 
the opportunity to have a short discussion with Sydney Samuel.  
It is anticipated that the family will arrive at the Manse in Walton 
sometime in August to enable them to settle before commencing ‘work’ 
in September. 
 
As a probationer Sydney Samuel will work 80% of the time worked by 
the presbyters which will give him challenges when looking after three 
congregations. Until ordination, Sydney will be under the guidance and 
mentorship of Rev David Faulkner. 
 
Your prayers are asked for Sydney Samuel and his family as he 
completes his preliminary studies and the whole family ‘up sticks’ and 
move to Walton. Also for the children (10 & 12) who will be moving to 
new schools; and for the three churches, that we help with the transition 
and do not expect too much too soon. 
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 Dates for the diary 

 

Sunday 4 Feb 2018 10.30 am Morning 
worship 

Mr Graham Warr 
Steward – Pru 
Music – Jose 
Refreshments - Paula 

Saturday 10 Feb 2018 10.00 am Coffee 
Morning 

Run by us at 
Addlestone  

Sunday 11 Feb 2018 10.30 Morning 
Worship 

Rev Andrew Smith 
Steward- Jose 
Music – i-pad 
Refreshments - Lili 

Tuesday 13 Feb 2018 8.00pm CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

 

Thursday 15 Feb 
2018 

1.45 pm Old Folks 
club 

Weybridge Hall 

Saturday 17 Feb 2018 10 – 4 Church 
Stewards training day 

High Cross – 
Camberley  

Saturday 17 Feb 2018 11.30 – 1.30 Bedding 
& Clothes Bank 

Church Hall 

Sunday 18 Feb 2018 10.30 Morning 
Worship 

Mrs Thelma Roberts 
Steward – Linda 
Music – Adrian 
Refreshments - TBC 

Saturday 24 Feb 2018 6.00 Circuit Mission 
Supper 

Trinity Woking 

Sunday 25 Feb2018 10.30 am Morning 
worship 

Rev David Faulkner 
Steward – Carol 
Communion - Linda 
Music – Adrian 
Refreshments - TBC 
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Advance Dates 

Thu/Fri 8 & 9 March at 
7.45 
 

Clara’s on the 
Curtains 

Production by Walton 
Methodist Players 

Sat 10 March at 7.15 Clara’s on the 
Curtains 

Production by Walton 
Methodist Players 

Thurs 15 March 7.45 Circuit meeting  
Sat 17 March 12.00  Wedding  
Sat 24 March 11.30 – 
1.30 

Bedding & Clothes 
Bank Note change of 
date 

 

 

Old folk club dates for 2018: 15/2, 15/3, 19/4, 17/5, 21/6, 

12/7, 20/9, 18/10, 22/11 

 

 

 Prayer Time: 

The Barnabas Group meets every 

Tuesday evening from 7.30 – 9.30 pm 

at the home of Stan and Mary. Pop in 

for some, or all, of this time to pray 

together. 

Lili meets for prayer at 9.45am on a 

Sunday morning before the service. Join her for this time of prayer. 

The ‘mobile’ prayer group is open to all. Please add prayer needs as 

they occur to you. If you wish to be added to this group, contact one of 

the stewards. 

Please pray for 

• Brenda 

• Mary & Stan 

• Charlotte 

• The Circuit 

• Our church 
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Your opportunity to see church members in a different light! 

 

Tickets available from Carol, Claire or Linda 
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A Day out in WINCHESTER 
 

The statue of Alfred the Great in the 

Broadway of the Cathedral City of Winchester.  

South of the High Street is the must see 

destination, the Cathedral Church of the Holy 

Trinity, St. Peter, St. Paul and St. Swithin.  

Inside you can see the Jane Austen Memorial; 

the 12th Century Baptismal Font; the Izaak 

Walton Window; St. Swithin’s Shrine; a plaque to Samuel Wesley and 

the tomb of William Rufus. There is a charge to enter this wonderful 

building but you may return again with in the year at no extra charge. 

Back on the pedestrianized High Street, a stroll to the west will take you 

to the West Gate which houses a small museum. If it is open you can 

climb up the tower to enjoy panoramic views of the city.  To the south of 

the West Gate is the Great Hall which is home to a Round Table, but not 

that of the legendary King Arthur! This one is thought to date from the 

reign of Edward III, although names of Knights from Arthurian legend 

surround the edge.  Remember to visit Queen Eleanor’s Garden. 

Another must to visit is the City Mill which spans the River Itchen on 
Bridge Street.  Discover the history of milling on this site since Saxon 
times. Great activities for children. Check with the National Trust for 
opening times (http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/). 

If visiting Winchester in the run up to Christmas you will find a Christmas 

Market and ice rink in the Cathedral grounds. 

Getting there: - The best way to travel to Winchester is to drive and use 

the Park & Ride facility to the city centre, alighting at the Broadway.  

Take the M3 to junction 10 and follow the signs to the St. Catherine’ 

Park & Ride site. 

By train - From Weybridge take the train to Woking and change for an 

onward connection to Winchester. The Railway Station is approximately 

½ mile from the town.  

For more information on your day out visit the following web sites:-

http://www.visitwinchester.co.uk/ http://winchester-cathedral.org.uk/ 
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Thank you letter from the Prison Fellowship for our donation at 

Christmas. – It is always good to be thanked.  
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