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Come Holy Spirit, help us to wonder at God’s love, 

to wait upon God’s word and to act with compassion 

that God’s Kingdom might be on earth as it is in 

Heaven. 
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We’ve all seen it (maybe even done it ourselves): two or 

more are gathered together with heads 

bowed.  Praying?  No, looking at their mobile 

phones!  We live in an age of paradox: 

 

Through electronic means we’re more connected than ever, but we’ve 
possibly never been less in relationships. Couples obviously on first 
dates or in the early stages of a relationship still have their phones out. 
Young women aren’t having smear tests because they are too 
embarrassed, yet they post intimate details of their everyday lives online. 
Nearly three quarters of young adults experience FOMO (fear of missing 
out), leading them to be constantly checking their social media accounts, 
but often adding to their fear rather than relieving it. Many use ‘selfies’ to 
project a particular image of themselves but end up being frustrated 
because they cannot be themselves. There can be an outpouring of grief 
on ‘Facebook’ in the face of a national tragedy, but a complete lack of 
sympathy for the homeless person under our noses 

This is the world we inhabit.  We are not called to judge the world but to 
love it, so how, as Christians, can we speak into these 
paradoxes?  Jesus came to bring freedom – the freedom to be ourselves 
and to find ourselves in him.  If we’re not then bringing that freedom for 
others, we’re not sharing in God’s work of salvation.  We perhaps need 
to lift up our own heads and notice anew the world around us, the 
familiar things we pass by each day, and particularly the people we 
pass, seeing Christ in them and asking ourselves how can we be as 
Christ to them?  We need to unplug our earphones to catch the snatches 
of conversations (if there is any audible conversation going on!) which 
tell us what others are interested in.  As an activist, I could be in London 
nearly every Saturday marching for something or other.  On the 
occasions when I do go, I’m always quite fascinated by those who are 
passionate about things like refugees and the environment but not for 
reasons of faith. 

I’m not saying technology is a bad thing (and there’s certainly no putting 
the genie back in the bottle), but it touches on that old dilemma of 
whether Christians should engage with popular culture or stand above 
it.  For me, it’s about engagement.  Although I’m not convinced that there 

can be an electronic body of Christ, to be his hands and feet in the 
world, the church nevertheless needs to engage with the online world, 
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just as Jesus went to the places where the people were.  Like anything 
in life, however, there’s a need to strike a healthy balance or it will 
become an idol.  If you are on social media or just play games on your 
tablet, ask yourself (and I include myself in this) are you prioritising it 
over the time you spend with God, either in prayer or reading the 
Bible?  Do you need to redress the balance? 

If you are on social media, you might post about that great party you 
went to, but do you ever say where you are on Sunday morning and 
what a great talk you heard?  A woman at our church used Facebook to 
invite her cycling group to a carol service and was surprised by how 
many accepted the invitation and came along.  Arguably, many are 
becoming disillusioned with materialism and individualism, and are 
longing for community and permanent relationships.  This is the itch 
which the church can scratch!  We need to find a way of tapping in to 
that sense of FOMO, for many are missing out – missing out on the 
good news of our Lord Jesus Christ!  It is our Christian calling to be 
ambassadors for him.  That means making friends (maybe online in the 
first instance) and, in time, offering our Lord’s gracious invitation. 

Deacon Angie Allport 

Thank You 

 

• To all who joined in and supported ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

• To Carol for creating the prayer tree 

• To David Smith for completing more ‘little’ jobs’ and continuing to clean 

the church brass regularly 

• To those who volunteer at the Old Folks Club, Bedding & Clothes Bank 

• To those who support the Barnabas Group and weekly prayer session 

• To all who regularly provide after Service refreshments 

• To Lili and Jose for regularly assisting Brenda to attend worship 
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ADVERTISEMENT:ADVERTISEMENT:ADVERTISEMENT:ADVERTISEMENT:    

The Wey Valley Circuit is looking for someone to be secretary to the 

Circuit Worship Resource Group.  This meets 4-5 times a year to 

consider how the circuit can resource the worship in all churches. 

The role will involve taking minutes of the meetings, sending out papers, 

writing a report to the circuit meeting and updates on the work of the 

group for the circuit magazine. 

It would be wonderful if someone felt able to volunteer for this. 

Please contact Claire Potter on 01483 575667 if you are interested. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Welcoming our new minister. 
 

Our new minister, Rev Sydney Samuel Lake, his wife Hawa and children 
Sydney and Grace are moving to the circuit in the summer. Sydney 
Samuel takes up the reins from September 1st when he has the threefold 
challenge of commencing full time ministry for the first time, getting to 
grips with circuit ministry and taking pastoral charge of Addlestone, 
Walton and Weybridge churches. 
 
A welcome service for the Lakes, and the new superintendent minister 
Rev Keith Beckingham, will be held at Walton Methodist church on 
Sunday 2 September at 6.30pm (preceded by tea). This service will also 
include the exchange of Circuit gifts when we say farewell to the lovely 
booklets from Guildford St Mary’s which we have been looking after this 
connexional year and await a gift from another circuit church. 
 
The three churches which Sydney Samuel will be looking after have 
been asked to put together a small brochure about the church and the 
town. As we are a select congregation it would be good to include 
photos of ourselves. Claire will bring her camera on Sunday June 10 to 
take photos if you are prepared to allow this. Please don’t feel that you 
have to be photographed but it would definitely assist Sydney Samuel as 
he begins the task of becoming familiar with approx. 150 people across 
three churches. 
 
The brochure will only be given to Sydney Samuel and the new 
superintendent. 
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Week of Guided Prayer at Christ Prince of Peace, 24-29 

June 2018  

Patrick Coyne who attends Christ the Prince of Peace in Weybridge is a 

spiritual director, trained in the Ignatian tradition. He is part of a small 

group of spiritual directors who have organised a week of guided prayer 

for local people in and around Weybridge that will run from Sunday 24th 

June until Friday 29th inclusive.  

Essentially the week can be thought of as an opportunity for folk to 

reflect on and enrich their prayer lives (from any starting point) - a sort of 

'retreat' but in everyday life. Those who sign up will commit to spending 

30-60 minutes in prayer each day and they have the opportunity to share 

with a trained prayer guide for half an hour every day from Monday until 

Friday. The week begins with a short opening meeting on the afternoon 

of Sunday 24th June at the Church of Christ, the Prince of Peace. 

 

 Please pray for: 

• Linda 

• Brenda & Keith 

• Claire 

• Our Church and all who use it. 

 

Prayer Time: 

For details of the Barnabas Group meetings please contact Stan or Jose. 

Lili meets for prayer at 9.45am on a Sunday morning before the service. Join her 

for this time of prayer. 

The ‘mobile’ prayer group is open to all. Please add prayer needs as they occur 

to you. If you wish to be added to this group, contact one of the stewards 
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The week is open to Christians of all denominations and the spiritual 

directors will come from Anglican and Catholic backgrounds. We're 

suggesting that those who take part donate £30 to cover the expenses 

of the prayer guides but this isn't compulsory. 

An information leaflet and an application form are available from Linda. 

Anyone who wishes to sign up can complete the form and return it to 

Patrick Coyne by post or by email to weyside7@aol.com 
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Thy Kingdom Come 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 9 days of prayer 

event; it is hoped that you found it a 

time of peace and communion with 

God.  

Thank you also to those who brought 

their prayers strings to hang on the 

prayer tree at the end of the 9 days If 

you found it useful to use the prayer 

string (or wool in our case) as an aide 

to prayer, or if you missed out but still 

wish to follow the prayer booklet, then 

there are more available, feel free to 

help yourself.  

Also feel free to hang any prayer 

requests on the tree. It would be good to see it full. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pentecost – Together in Weybridge 

 

On Sunday 20th May Rev Folli Olokose led an ecumenical service for 
Pentecost at St. Mary Oatlands. It was an inspiring time of worship with 
congregational participation. Following on from the reading in Acts 
Chapter 2, the congregation were asked to greet one another ‘in 
tongues’ as the disciples were moved to do. There were a several 
European languages audible (think Airport arrivals), Bonjour, 
Willkommen, Bienveniedo, Ciao, but my favourite was the joker who 
decided to say G’day! It was short but fun exercise to illustrate the 
impact of that great reading for Pentecost. 
Following the service there was an opportunity to share fellowship with 

our fellow Christians in Weybridge over tea and scones. 
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Sunday Services 

03 June 10.30am 
Morning Worship Rev Allan Taylor 

Steward : Carol 
Music: Jose 
Refreshments: Paula 

03 June 6.30 pm 
Merrow 
Methodist 
Church 

Circuit Service  

10 June 10.30 am 
Morning Worship Rev Denis Vernon 

Steward : Pru 
Music: Adrian 
Refreshments: Lili 

17 June 10.30am 
Morning Worship 
 

Mr Hugh Bowerman 
Steward : Linda 
Music: i-pad 
Refreshments: Carol 

24 June 10.30 am 
Morning 
Worship, , Holy 
Communion and 
Baptism 
Gifts for food 
bank 

Rev David Faulkner 
Steward :Jose 
Music: Adrian 
Communion steward: Paula 
Refreshments: Linda 

 
 

Dates for the diary 

   
Saturday 02 June 10 – 
4.00 

Trinity Methodist 
Church 

‘Coffee and Cake with God’ 

Monday 4 June 8.00pm Walton Methodist 
Church 

Concert in aid of Action for 
Children 

Saturday 09 June 10 -12 Addlestone Methodist 
Church 

Our Coffee morning 

Saturday 09 June 2 – 5.30 Merrow Methodist 
Church 

Media Training 
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Wednesday 13 June 12.30 Weybridge URC Munch with Mozart 
Saturday 16 June 11.30 – 
1.30 

Church Hall Bedding & Clothes Bank 

Thursday 21 June 1.45 – 4 Weybridge Centre Weybridge Old Folks club 
Thursday 21 June 8.00pm Vestry Church Council 
Saturday 30 June Weybridge URC  Last night of the Proms 
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THE USUAL EIGHT 

 
I wandered to church last Sunday morn 

With sleep in my eyes, with a scratch and a yawn. 

A surprise was in store, there’s a full church, that’s great! 

Exceedingly more than the usual eight 

 

A Christening today, not one but three! 

‘The whole church is full’ said the Rector with glee. 

No time to dally, nor a time to come late, 

Not a pew to be had for the usual eight. 

 

Ladies in posh hats with a floral display, 

Red nails and cleavages heading our way. 

All looking good in their dressed up state, 

Far more dressed up than the usual eight. 

 

Fathers were clad in their fine Sunday best, 

Hair all spiked up, shirt neatly pressed. 

Not wanting the service to finish too late, 

Then back to the pub, for one over the eight. 

 

The Rector begins with a word and a song, 

Trying to be heard over this mighty throng. 

With hope and with vigour he passes the plate 

But the only ones giving are the usual eight! 

 

Nest week we’ll be left to our usual fate 

With Holy Communion and collection plate. 

A family service now and then would be great, 

Perhaps we’d get more than the usual eight! 

 

G.Powell  
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